Analyzing Common Sense by Thomas Paine

1. Identify one of the two aphorism in paragraph one. What does it mean?

2. Paraphrase paragraph two.

3. Paraphrase paragraph three.

4. According to paragraph four, what is the purpose of government?

5. Identify an aphorism or maxim in paragraph five. What does it mean?

6. In the section entitled “Of the Origin and Design of Government…” locate one example of logical persuasion. Write it verbatim and then in your own words explain what it means.

7. In the section entitled “Of the Origin and Design of Government…” locate one example of emotional persuasion. Write it verbatim and then in your own words explain what it means.

8. Paraphrase the section “Of the Origin and Design of Government…”

9. In the section entitled “Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession” locate one example of logical persuasion. Write it verbatim and then in your own words explain what it means.

10. In the section entitled “Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession” locate one example of emotional persuasion. Write it verbatim and then in your own words explain what it means.

11. Paragraph the section “Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession.” 

In “Of the Present Ability of America, with Some Miscellaneous Reflexions” Paine makes a few major points about why America should not try to reconcile with Britain.
1. What is his reason for this in paragraphs 13 and 14? What type of persuasive technique does he use—emotional or logical?

2. What is his reason for this in paragraph 15? What type of persuasive technique does he use—emotional or logical?

3. What is his reason for this in paragraph 16? What type of persuasive technique does he use—emotional or logical?

4. What is his reason for this in paragraph 17? What type of persuasive technique does he use—emotional or logical?

5. Paraphrase Paine’s four points in his conclusion.

